FOOTSTEPS… RUSTLING… A BREATH… A FULL MOON…
SCRATCHINGS AT THE DOOR… A CREAKING FLOORBOARD…
THE SHAPE OF A FACE FORMING IN THE FOLDS OF THE
BEDROOM CURTAIN… A SHIVER DOWN THE SPINE…
SOMETHING SEEN OUT THE CORNER OF THE EYE...

WHY DO WE LOVE TO BE AFRAID?
THE OCCASION PRESENTS

THE MONSTER AND

MARY SHELLEY
AN OUTLANDISH TRIP THROUGH THE MIND
OF ONE OF ENGLISH LITERATURE’S MOST
INFLUENTIAL IMAGINATIONS

A NEW, TOURING THEATRE SHOW
FOR AUTUMN 2017
THE OCCASION - EXCITING AND ENTERTAINING;
CHALLENGING AND DIFFERENT. DYNAMIC TOURING
AND INNOVATIVE COMMUNITY PROJECTS.
Tel: 07870 621134
E: info@theoccasiontheatre.com
www.theoccasiontheatre.com

June 1816 – the ‘Year without a
summer’: On yet another sun-less day at
their holiday villa in Switzerland, Lord
Byron challenges his guests Percy and
Mary Shelley to ‘each write a ghost
story’. Two days later Mary, 18 years
old and having recently watched her
premature baby die, has a ‘waking
dream’ and begins to write a story that
will haunt and define her for the rest of
her life.

‘SO THIS IS WHY YOU CREATED
ME? NOT TO SCARE YOUR
READERS. NOT TO SCARE
YOURSELF. BUT TO SCARE
AWAY THE THINGS THAT REALLY
FRIGHTENED YOU? SO THAT
YOU CAN SLEEP AT NIGHT?’
The Monster and Mary Shelley is an
atmospheric, moving, and at times darkly
comic exploration of ‘fear’. Incorporating
elements of music hall, melodrama, horror
and teenage rebellion with a pulsing
cinematic score, The Monster… explores
the world of Mary Shelley – the Gothic
Girl who electrified the world.

“IT WAS ON A DREARY NIGHT
IN NOVEMBER, THAT I BEHELD
THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF MY
TOILS...” VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN
The most enduring of all horror stories.
A haunting exploration of the life of
Mary Shelley, of her monster… and fear.

About The Occasion
The Occasion was founded in 2010 to create live, accessible, image-based theatre capable
of touring throughout the UK and internationally. Theatre that entertains, challenges, surprises
and excites audiences.
The company was formed by Peter Clerke and Catherine Gillard, previously Co-Artistic
Directors of the Scottish based international touring ensemble, benchtours.

The Occasion’s work includes
Apocalypse – a small-scale, glamorously ugly, chic cabaret – Scottish and US tours.
‘The idea is so vivid – timely, disturbing, and so well worked out – that the show is impossible to resist. It slices
down to the hidden reality of the way we live now, in a way that makes the rest of our theatrical world seem
pallid, and a little short of the courage it takes to face a terrible truth’. - Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman.

The Taking of Zena Charbonne – a two person show for actress and cellist – Scottish and English tours.
‘An intense exploration of the disturbance of the human psyche under the impact of seismic grief’. - Marianne
Gunn, The Herald.
With extensive experience in creating innovative, fully inclusive community work The Occasion is also currently
developing new large-scale performance initiatives.

All further details can be found at
www.theoccasiontheatre.com

The Monster and Mary Shelley – Production Team
PETER CLERKE - (Director) studied at the Ecole Philippe Gaulier in Paris and was a founder member

and Co-Artistic Director of benchtours (1991-2009) directing or performing in all of their productions. Prior
to benchtours, work included the co-founding and artistic direction of Lung Ha’s and five years at Edinburgh’s
Theatre Workshop. From 2009-15 he was the Artistic Director of Blue Apple Theatre, Winchester, one of
the South-west England’s leading learning disability arts organisations. Has directed all of The Occasion’s
productions to date.

STEWART ENNIS - (Writer) has worked with various companies, including The Arches, Oran Mor, Eco

Drama, Theatre Urubaru (Finland), Paragon Ensemble, as well as scripting several shows for himself. He was
one of the first recipients of the Playwrights Studio IGNITE award and received a scholarship to study an MA in
TV Fiction Writing at Glasgow Caledonian University. Originally trained as a performer at East 15 & the Ecole
Philippe Gaulier and was a founder member of benchtours. Currently Creative Writing tutor at Shotts Prison.

CATHERINE GILLARD – (Performer) studied at Sydney Acting School and the Ecole Philippe Gaulier in

Paris. She was a founder member and Co-Artistic Director of benchtours (1991-2009), directing or performing
in all of their productions. Previously, she worked for three years as a performer and sign language interpreter
with Theatre of the Deaf, one of Australia’s leading inclusive companies. Recent projects include ‘Kill Me
Now’(Melanie Stewart Dance Theatre/ Philadelphia Live Arts Festival) as well as ‘Apocalypse‘ and ‘The Taking
of Zena Charbonne’ with The Occasion.

ALI MACLAURIN – (Designer) trained in theatre design in Edinburgh and Croydon and has since

designed, devised, facilitated and taught all over the country. Work includes designs for the award winning
Shadow Syndicate, Battersea Arts Centre, Hull Truck, Belgrade Theatre in Education Company, TAG, The
Traverse, Grid Iron, Scottish Opera, Dogstar, and Licketyspit as well as designing community plays in venues from
East End churches to Scottish mansions. She also designed ‘Apocalypse’ and ‘The Taking of Zena Charbonne’
for The Occasion.

RICHARD WILLIAMS – (Composer) began playing guitar, bass and drums at an early age. After a

succession of bands that ranged from hardcore punk to jazz fusion, he formed Trip, who went on to be signed
by MCA Records and were featured in the Oscar winning Terry Gilliam movie ‘The Fisher King’. Recent projects
include work with the Midlands-based bhangra collective, The KK Kings and the album ‘Singles Night at the
Shooting Gallery’ by The Cage. He currently writes and performs with singer Sara Fawcitt in the duo, Gracie.

CAMILLA O’NEILL – (Production Manager) was Production Manager for the Imaginate Festival for

the past 12 years. She has toured extensively throughout the USA, Canada, Holland, Denmark and South Korea
as well as the whole of the British Isles, working for many companies including Citizens theatre, M6 Theatre,
Borderline, Visible Fictions, Wee Stories, Stellar Quines, benchtours, Solar Bear, Unique Events and Glasgay!
She also production managed ‘Apocalypse’ and ‘The Taking of Zena Charbonne’ for The Occasion.

Production Information
•
•
•
•
•
•

For ages 12+
70 minutes running time
Cost: £650 per show
2 performers + 1 technician touring
6 hour get-in (on day of performance)
90 minute strike

Technical requirements:
• Playing space: ideal minimum 6m x 6m x 6m but will look at any space, within reason, and
seek to adapt. Blackout needed.
• We prefer to operate with in-house lighting and sound but have the capacity to be fully
self-sufficient if required.

Marketing Information
We will provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Video trailer (https://vimeo.com/180239461)
Print: A5 flyers, A4 & A3 posters
Pre-production photos
Direct emailing (through Mailchimp), Facebook & Twitter presence
Press release
Box office briefing sheet & sample direct mail letters
Regular liaison with your marketing department to maximise audience

Target Audience:
•
•
•
•

Visual, physical and contemporary theatre-goers
Gothic and Romantic literature aficionados
Higher and A level English Literature students
College & University students in drama / English/ music / design and history

Workshops
The Occasion is vastly experienced in community performance projects and is able to offer a range of
workshops. These can be specifically skill-based in:
•
•
•
•

Ensemble
Melodrama
Le Jeu (Play)
Bouffon.

Equally they can be tailored to meet the needs of any particular interest group.
As a company we are always most interested in working on a fully inclusive basis.

Tel: 07870 621134
E: info@theoccasiontheatre.com
www.theoccasiontheatre.com
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